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education and information in emergency medical services
systems; emergency medical services legislation; airport
disasters and the community disaster /emergency medical
services response system.

The symposium on traumatology included not only exten-
sive plenary sessions, but also workshops on field manage-
ment at the scene and in transit; burn management; psychi-
atry — the patient, the family, the trauma center setting;
respiratory insufficiency; fluid replacement — blood coagula-
tion and component therapy; the injured cell — mechanism
in the pathophysiology of traumatic shock; clinical research —
urgent solutions needed; radiology — practical techniques in
evaluating the trauma patient; rehabilitation — why wait;
hand — emergency care including replantation; and renal
failure — prevention, recognition, and therapy.

The trauma nursing portion of the conference involved the
expanded role of this new clinical specialist in various aspects
of the trauma patient such as: initial assessment of the trauma
patient, physiological monitoring, arterial blood gases and
pulmonary ventilation, special pulmonary problems, manage-
ment of the acute spinal injury patient, head injuries, burn
management, contemporary resuscitative devices, educa-
tional opportunities for the trauma nurse, legal considerations,
and research in trauma nursing. Those attending the sessions
on trauma nursing participated in general plenary sessions
and a number of workshops of other symposia.

A unique and significant feature of the conference was the
international participation of government officials and ex-
perts in emergency medical services under the direction of
NATO’s Committee on Challenges of Modern Society, who
presented status reports on progress made since 1971 in
development of programs designed to cut across all segments
of society and societal institutions and to cover all kinds of
emergency medical situations. The views presented by these
experts in plenary sessions and in workshops represent a
concensus of 15 participating nations and the International
Red Cross convened under the auspices of NATO.

Sam Seeley, M.D.
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Preface

The articles in this volume were collected from the par-
ticipants in the U.S.A. Bicentennial Emergency Medical
Services and Traumatology Conference and Exhibition, May
9-12, 1976, in Baltimore, Maryland.

The Conference and Exhibition were sponsored by the U.S.
Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Division of
Emergency Medical Services; the State of Maryland Division
of Emergency Medical Services, Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene; the University of Maryland Institute for
Emergency Medicine; the NATO Committee on Challenges
of Modern Society, International EMS Subcommittee; the
American Trauma Society; and the Program for Continuing
Education, University of Maryland School of Medicine. A
sizeable number of other organizations served as affiliate
Sponsors.

Due to lack of funds, an official Proceedings was not pos-
sible. However, at a later date we received federal permis-
sion to use unexpended funds realized from unanticipated
savings on equipment purchases. These funds were available
through HEW grant 1204-2 ( #03-H-000, 398-03) and make

the printing of this collection of papers possible.

The Conference was divided into three simultaneous tracks.
Emergency Medical Services Systems Development, directed
by David R. Boyd, M.D.C.M.; Traumatology, directed by
R Adams Cowley, M.D.; and Trauma Nursing, directed by
Elizabeth Scanlan, R.N., M.S. Participants in each track,
listed, if they contributed a paper, in the positions they
held at the time of the conference, were nationally and inter-
nationally recognized experts in their respective fields. Their
contributed articles, which have not been substantively edited,
represent the forefront of knowledge presented at the con-
ference and remain valuable to those in EMS, traumatology
and trauma nursing. This compilation provides an invaluable
overview of the wide and increasingly important fields.

I am indebted to all of the participating authors for their
patience while funds were developed for the publication of
this book. I also wish to acknowledge and thank Dottie
McCaleb and Jim Faulkner for their assistance in production

of this volume.
R Adams Cowley, M.D.
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